DEFINITION OF FAMILY UNIT FOR DETERMINING FAMILY INCOME

In order to determine the consumer's responsibility for charges, it is essential to determine whose income should be included.  Income to be included should be that of the Family Unit.

The basic Family Unit consists of one or more adults and children, if any, related by blood, marriage, or adoption and residing in the same household.

· There may be more than one Family Unit in a household.  Separate units are separate families for the purpose of fee determination.

· Persons who are 18 or over are considered adults, and thus separate units unless they can be legally claimed as a dependent.

The following are single-family units:

· A married couple or single parent and children under 18

· A cohabitating couple, consented to be considered a single family unit, with or without children of both or either under 18

· A step-parent, spouse, and children of both or either under 18

The following are separate family units:

· Related adults, other than spouses, living in the same household

· An aged parent living with an adult child.

The following are one-person family u nits:

· A handicapped or disabled adult, whether or not he/she is living with parents

· An adult living with unrelated persons

· A foster child

· A child permanently separated from his/her parents for whom the final order of adoption has not been issued.

· A child living with non-legally responsible relatives (parents, step-parents, or a person cohabitating with a parent are legally responsible, but their income is not included in determining income level).

· Emancipated minors (minors are emancipated by marriage or by entering into military service).  Direct service staff should contact the reimbursement office to seek legal advice on emancipation by other means.

In cases where a minor is receiving services without the knowledge of his/her parents, the family income for the purpose of fee determination will be limited to that of the minor.  At the point that the parents are informed by the minor, or with the permission of the minor and the parents' consent to minor's treatment, the Family Unit would be determined as described above.

DEFINITION OF TOTAL FAMILY GROSS INCOME

Total Family Gross Income includes all income received by the family unit (prior to deductions for taxes, insurances, etc.)  It includes, but is not limited to, salaries (full-time, part-time, primary and secondary employment), General Relief, Supplemental Security Income, Social Security Income, Aide to Dependent Children, Pension Benefits, Railroad Retirement, Worker's Compensation, Unemployment Compensation, Child Support, Alimony, and Interest and Dividends from investments.

DEFINITION OF DEPENDENTS

Dependents include all individuals who are members of the family unit and who depend solely on the total family unit gross income.  The total number of dependents includes both those listed as having income and those with no income.
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